The 109th

Ninomiya House

Evening
Forum

JST Foreign Researchers’ Residence
“Ninomiya House” holds Evening Forums
about 7 times a year.

'We hope you participate and share this
special evening with us.
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Nagauta

Friday, October 14th, 2011
Ninomiya House 9F Salon

The Nagauta Shamisen is a fascinating musical instrument indispensable for traditional
Japanese stage arts. This instrument has long been used as to provide the background music for
Kabuki, symbolically creating various scenarios and even expressing emotions of characters.

As time went on, people came to appreciate the delicacy and power of music played on the
nagauta shamisen. They not only used nagauta shamisen as the background music of Kabuki,
but also performed on the shamisen alone (without dancing or colorful costumes) at the concerts,
as an independent music genre, in the late Edo period. Since then, the nagauta shamisen has
been popular.

This time we’d like to introduce a couple of well-loved pieces of nagauta shamisen music
that enchanted people for a long time. We also would like to provide some useful tips for helping
you fully enjoy nagauta shamisen music.

As this music has been cherished for 300 years by Japanese people, it must appeal to
something in common beyond individual ages and beyond individual cultures. We are sure that
it will touch your hearts.

Lecturer Kineya Sahoyuki (Ms. Sachiko Banno: Member of Samon-kai)
Kineya Sahoshou (Ms. Junko Nakauchi: Member of Samon-kai)
Time 18:30-19:30 Lecture and Q&A
19:30-20:00 Exchange of personal views
Charge 700yen per person (Drinks and light meal will be served)

Language English

*Please apply by Wednesday, October 12th. Please be aware that the number of seats is limited so that
applications will have to be declined once the capacity is reached. Children aged 12 or under will not be
admitted. In case you have to bring children, please inform the office. We will provide a babysitter. There is
limited space for parking, so we would appreciate it if you come with friends and please be sure to park in
the visitor’s parking area. If you need to drive after the forum, please refrain from drinking alcohol.
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You can also find information about the forum in our Homepage.
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http://www.jsthouse.com/news/evening_forum.html
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